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Hurray for Hockey’s Willie O’Ree 

Crayola Supplies 

●     Twistables® Colored Pencils 

●     Glue Sticks 

Other Supplies 

●     construction paper 

●     recycled cardboard 

Why?

Willie O’Ree’s story is a heroic tale of courage, perseverance, and love of hockey. Find out why he’s a New 

Brunswick Sports Hall of Famer. 

How?

1. Willie O’Ree broke the hockey color barrier in 1958 when he began to play for the Boston Bruins. Find out more 

about this first black NHL player and the challenges he overcame to achieve success in his sports career. You’ll be 

inspired! 

2. To show your admiration, design a poster or sports card about O’Ree. Use Crayola Twistables™ Colored Pencils to 

sketch a vivid portrait. 

3. List and illustrate O’Ree’s many achievements. Outline your drawing in bright red maple leaves to symbolize his 

Canadian background. 

4. Use a Crayola Glue Stick to attach your poster to larger paper as a frame. To make cards, glue your drawing to 

recycled cardboard from a cereal box. Trade them with friends. 

When and Where Suggestions?
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●     "We used this activity to introduce kids to famous players. Great idea!" Ramon T., hockey camp counselor. 

●     "The boys I babysit for love sports. We’re making sets of cards like this for every sport." Mark W., babysitter 

for boys 7, 8, and 10. 

Interesting Information

When Willie O'Ree stepped onto the ice in January of 1958, he changed the face of hockey forever. Willie’s 

challenges were many. When he was young, a flying puck blinded him in his right eye. Doctors told him not to play 

hockey again, but he went on for 21 years to play 1,288 professional games in the NHL and the WHL.

Safety Guidelines

Safety guidelines recommend this art project is suitable for children age 4 years and older. Close adult supervision is 

required to ensure children's safety.

Related Books 

Hockey: A History of the Fastest Game on Ice by Mark Stewart

In Our Time by Robert French

The Autobiography of Willie O'Ree: Hockey's Black Pioneer by Willie O'Ree

Related Games

Math for Kicks—Addition & Subtraction in Action from Crayola Rocket Minds™

Slide & Solve, World Flash Cards from Crayola Rocket Minds™

Think-ama-Jink Checkers: Brain-Power Game from Crayola Rocket Minds™

©2005, Binney & Smith Inc. This Crayola Inspiring IdeaTM is the property of and used with permission from Binney 
& Smith Inc. No content belonging to Binney & Smith Inc. can be sold, traded or reused, unless a licensing 

agreement has been signed permitting such use. 

Crayola, the serpentine and chevron designs, crayon character, The Crayola FACTORY, Dream-Makers, and Binney & 

Smith logo are registered trademarks of Binney & Smith; the rainbow/swash design is a trademark of Binney & 
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