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STUDENT ACTIVITY: POLITICAL DIAMOND

The political diamond is a way of mapping political views. In this version, the five views are
conservative, liberal, centrist, libertarian, and authoritarian. Research a politician’s perspective on
globalization, free trade (North American Free Trade Agreement), and aid to other countries. Mark on
the chart below where you think the politician would fall on the political diamond. Provide quotes from
the politicians to support your selection.

The World Economy

Centrist
Centrists favor a
balanced approach to
government that
includes government
intervention on some
issues.

ConservativeLiberal

Libertarian

Authoritarian

Libertarians believe in minimizing
the role of government and
maximizing individual rights.

Conservatives advocate for self-
government in economic matters,
but some social controls.

Authoritarians favor government
action to advance society and indi-
viduals through central planning.

Liberals favor self-government on
social issues but government
involvement in economic issues.


