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STUDENT ACTIVITY: IMMIGRATION PERSPECTIVES

Review the issue of immigration from the perspective of the 2000 United States Presidential Election.
Pick out the conservative and liberal perspectives and add them to the chart in Student Activity,
“Conservatism and Liberalism, Part 4.”

2000 Democratic Party Platform

Immigrants enrich the tapestry of American life, making our economy more vibrant, our workplaces
more productive, and our nation stronger. We believe that all levels of government, in partnership with
the private and voluntary sectors, must devise and pursue a comprehensive immigrant integration
agenda that will make the newest Americans full participants in the nation's mainstream. That's why
Democrats support reforming the INS to provide better services, and investing the resources needed to
reduce the backlog of citizenship applications from nearly two years to three months. Democrats also
support increased resources for English language courses, which not only help newcomers learn our
common language but also help us promote our common values. And, we believe that family
reunification should continue to be the cornerstone of our legal immigration system.

Democrats believe in an effective immigration system that balances a strong enforcement of our laws
with fair and evenhanded treatment of immigrants and their families. The Clinton-Gore administration
provided long overdue leadership in dramatically improving border management and law enforcement,
including a major expansion of the Border Patrol and curbs on abuses of the asylum process. We also
recognize that the current system fails to effectively control illegal immigration, has serious adverse
impacts on state and local services, and on many communities and workers, and has led to an
alarming number of deaths of migrants on the border. Democrats are committed to reexamining and
fixing these failed policies.

We must punish employers who engage in a pattern and practice of recruiting undocumented workers
in order to intimidate and exploit them, and provide strengthened protections for immigrant workers,
including whistleblower protections. Doing so enhances conditions for everyone in the workplace. We
believe that any increases in H1-B visas must be temporary, must address only genuine shortages of
highly skilled workers, and mist include worker protections. They must also be accompanied by other
immigration fairness measures and by increased fees to train American workers for high skill jobs. The
Democratic Party is committed to assuring an adequate, predictable supply of agricultural labor while
protecting American farm workers who are among the poorest and more vulnerable in our society. We
reject calls for guest worker programs that lead to exploitation, and instead call for adjusting the status
of immigrants with deep roots in the country. We should have equitable asylum policies that treat
people the same whether they have fled violence from the Right and Left. And we support restoration
of basic due process protections and essential benefits for legal immigrants, so that immigrants are no
longer subject to deportation for minor offenses, often committed decades ago without opportunity for
any judicial review, and are eligible to receive safety net services supported by their tax dollars.

Source: http://www.democrats.org/about/2000platform.html
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2000 Green Party Platform

Our nation was built with a rich tapestry of immigrants and we must continue to respect the potential
contributions and RIGHTS of our new immigrants.

1. Preferential quotas based on race, class, and ideology should be abandoned for immigration
policies that promote fairness, NON-DISCRIMINATION and family reunification.

2. We support policies that reflect our constitutional guarantees of freedoms of speech, association
and travel.

3. We find particular attention should be given those minorities who are political exiles and refugees,
including Russian Jews, mid-East Kurds, Tibetans and Haitians.

4. Our relationship with our neighbor to the south, Mexico, needs to be given added attention. Our
border relations and reciprocal economic opportunities should be a central concern of government
that is looking to improved economic, environmental and social conditions for both peoples.

5. We oppose those who seek to divide us for political gain by raising ethnic and racial hatreds,
blaming immigrants for social and economic problems.

Source: http://www.greenpartyus.org/platform_index.html

2000 Pat Buchanan Platform

During the 45 years leading up to the Immigration Act of 1965, 10 million immigrants came to the
United States, and by and large assimilated successfully into American culture. They fought with us in
four wars, built our factories, enriched our culture, and helped make the United States the mightiest
industrial empire on earth.

But the onset of mass immigration in the 1960s overwhelmed the great American melting pot. Cultural
institutions already under assault by liberals who despise our heritage were unable to assimilate the 30
million immigrants who flooded into the U.S. over the past three decades. Exploding crime statistics,
swamped social services, and the rise of ethnic militancy tell the sad story.

This year, 1.3 million more immigrants will pour into the U.S.-400,000 of them illegal aliens. If America
is to survive as "one nation," we must take an immigration "time out" to mend the melting pot.

As President, I will:
• Halt illegal immigration by securing our porous borders and strengthening internal enforcement.
• Stand with the three-in-four Americans who agree that mass legal immigration must be reduced by

restoring the 20th century average of 250,000 to 300,000 immigrants per year.
• Support a national campaign of assimilation to teach newly adopted Americans our culture, history,

traditions, and English language. To do otherwise cripples American cohesion and keeps the
newest members of the American family from full participation.

Source: http://www.buchanan.org/000-c-immigration.html

http://www.greenpartyus.org/platform_index.html
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2000 Republican Party Platform

Our country’s ethnic diversity within a shared national culture is unique in all the world.  We benefit
from our differences, but we must also strengthen the ties that bind us to one another.  Foremost
among those is the flag.  Its deliberate desecration is not "free speech" but an assault against both our
proud history and our greatest hopes.  We therefore support a constitutional amendment that will
restore to the people, through their elected representatives, their right to safeguard Old Glory. 

Another sign of our unity is the role of English as our common language.  It has enabled people from
every corner of the world to come together to build this nation.  For newcomers, it has always been the
fastest route to the mainstream of American life.  English empowers.  That is why fluency in English
must be the goal of bilingual education programs.  We support the recognition of English as the
nation’s common language.  At the same time, mastery of other languages is important for America’s
competitiveness in the world market.  We advocate foreign language training in our schools and the
fostering of respect for other languages and cultures throughout our society.  

We have reaped enormous human capital in the genius and talent and industry of those who have
escaped nations captive to totalitarianism.  Our country still attracts the best and brightest to invent
here, create wealth here, improve the quality of life here.  As a nation of immigrants, we welcome all
new Americans who have entered lawfully and are prepared to follow our laws and provide for
themselves and their families.  In their search for a better life, they strengthen our economy, enrich our
culture, and defend the nation in war and in peace.  To ensure fairness for those wishing to reside in
this country, and to meet the manpower needs of our expanding economy, a total overhaul of the
immigration system is sorely needed.

The administration’s lax enforcement of our borders has led to tragic exploitation of smuggled
immigrants, and untold suffering, at the hands of law-breakers.  We call for harsh penalties against
smugglers and those who provide fake documents.  We oppose the creation of any national ID card.

Because free trade is the most powerful force for the kind of development that creates a middle class
and offers opportunity at home, the long-term solution for illegal immigration is economic growth in
Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean.  In the short run, however, decisive action is needed.  We
therefore endorse the recommendations of the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform:

• Restore credibility to enforcement by devoting more resources both to border control and to
internal operations.

• Reorganize family unification preferences to give priority to spouses and children, rather than
extended family members.

• Emphasize needed skills in determining eligibility for admission.
• Overhaul the failed Labor Certification Program to end the huge delays in matching qualified

workers with urgent work.
• Reform the Immigration and Naturalization Service by splitting its functions into two agencies,

one focusing on enforcement and one exclusively devoted to service.

The education reforms we propose elsewhere in this platform will, over time, greatly increase the
number of highly qualified workers in all sectors of the American economy.  To meet immediate needs,
however, we support increasing the number of H-1B visas to ensure high-tech workers in specialized
positions, provided such workers do not pose a national security risk; and we will expand the H-2A
program for the temporary agricultural workers so important to the nation’s farms.

Source: http://www.gop.org/gopinfo/platform

http://www.gop.org/gopinfo/platform

