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DIRECTIONS

Using the comparison matrix below, choose two historical instances in which human rights have been
violated. Select a set of criteria upon which to compare these two events, and explain how they are
similar and different according to the characteristics you selected. Were there similar patterns in your
two events? Was the concept of “human rights” understood at the time of these events? Why were the
people in your comparison groups singled out (e.g., religious beliefs, ethnicity, race, social class, etc.)?
What was the historical context for either of your events?

Items to be compared
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