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DISNEYNATURE COLLABORATES WITH 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY TO SAVE 35,000 ACRES OF CORAL 
REEF IN THE BAHAMAS 

 
Disneynature’s Motion Picture “Oceans”  

Helps Establish a New Marine Protected Area 

 
BURBANK, Calif. (April 29, 2010) - Disneynature announced today that its “See „OCEANS,‟ 
Save Oceans” campaign will protect more than 35,000 acres of coral reef in The Bahamas on 
behalf of the moviegoers who came out to see Disneynature‟s motion picture “Oceans” during 
its opening week.  Through the Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund, Disneynature will help 
establish new marine protected areas through the The Nature Conservancy‟s Adopt a Coral 
Reef program. At 55 square miles, this protected area of coral reefs will be almost two-and-a-
half times the size of Manhattan or the equivalent of more than 412 Disneylands, supporting the 
expansion of the Westside National Park of Andros. 
 
The Bahamas represent an important ecosystem, straddling the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Caribbean Sea.  The 700 islands that comprise The Bahamas contain miles of vital coral reefs, 
which are the foundation of a healthy ocean environment, providing shelter, nurseries and 
feeding grounds for hundreds of marine species, including dolphins, sea turtles and a wide 
range of fish. Scientists estimate that the coral reefs of the Caribbean could be gone in 50 years 
without a network of well-managed marine protected areas.   
 
“We‟re excited to once again collaborate with The Nature Conservancy on an initiative that 
takes the impact of Disneynature‟s storytelling to an entirely new level,” said Alan Bergman, 
president of The Walt Disney Studios. “The health of our oceans is absolutely vital to the well-
being of our planet and thanks to the supporters of Disneynature‟s motion picture „Oceans,‟ this 
investment in marine conservation will help ensure critical aquatic environments will thrive for 
future generations.”  
 
“Disneynature has captured the beauty, wonder and fragility of our world‟s marine habitats and 
species in „Oceans,‟ said Mark Tercek, president and CEO of The Nature Conservancy. “We 
appreciate Disney‟s commitment to help protect marine areas in The Bahamas, which is home 
to 30 percent of all coral reefs in the Atlantic Ocean. With Disneynature‟s support, The Nature 
Conservancy and its partners are making significant progress toward our ambitious goal of 
doubling the total amount of marine protected area in The Bahamas.” 
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Throughout Earth Month, Disney also supported The Nature Conservancy‟s initiative in stores 
and online adding an additional 4,000 acres protected.   In Disney Stores (DisneyStore.com), 
proceeds from sales of eco-friendly “Save Planet Earth” reusable bags benefit the Adopt a Coral 
Reef program.  In addition, a donation on behalf of the company‟s environmental youth initiative, 
Disney‟s Friends for Change (Disney.com/projectgreen), is also supporting the cause allowing 
kids to vote on which region of coral reefs the contribution will protect.    
 
In The Bahamas, 300,000 acres are currently protected along the west side of Andros Island.  
The Nature Conservancy and its local partners have worked to define new marine protected 
area boundaries, which would result in growing the total protected area from 300,000 acres to 
more than a million acres.  
 
This is the second consecutive year that Disneynature has collaborated with The Nature 
Conservancy to protect the planet.  Last year, Disney offered to plant a tree in honor of every 
moviegoer who saw “Earth” in the first week of release. This resulted in the planting of 2.7 
million trees in Brazil‟s Atlantic Forest, one of the planet‟s most endangered rainforests as part 
of The Nature Conservancy‟s Plant a Billion Trees campaign (plantabillion.org).  Similar 
initiatives through DVD sales and Disney Store promotions pushed that number to nearly three 
million trees.  

For more details on Disneynature‟s collaboration with The Nature Conservancy, please visit 
disney.com/Oceans. 

ABOUT THE MOVIE 
Disneynature, the studio that presented the record-breaking film “Earth,” brought “Oceans” to 
the big screen on Earth Day, 2010.  Nearly three-quarters of the Earth‟s surface is covered by 
water and “Oceans” boldly chronicles the mysteries that lie beneath.  Directors Jacques Perrin 
and Jacques Cluzaud dive deep into the very waters that sustain all of mankind—exploring the 
harsh reality and the amazing creatures that live within.  Narrated by Pierce Brosnan and 
featuring spectacular never-before-seen imagery captured by the latest underwater 
technologies, “Oceans” offers an unprecedented look beneath the sea in a powerful motion 
picture.  For more information, visit disney.com/Oceans, become a fan on Facebook: 
facebook.com/Disneynature or follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/Disneynature. 
 
ABOUT THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
The Nature Conservancy is a leading conservation organization working around the world to 
protect ecologically important lands and waters for nature and people. The Nature Conservancy 
and its more than one million members have protected nearly 120 million acres worldwide. Visit 
The Nature Conservancy on the Web at nature.org. 
 
CONTACT: 

Jennifer Peterson, Exec Director, Global Publicity  
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures 
818-560-7288 
 
Sandra L. Rodriguez, Media Relations  
The Nature Conservancy 
703-841-4227 
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