
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund 
Rapid Response Funding FY 1998-2006 

Awards are Capped at $5,000 

Year of 
Funding 

Organization 
Name Project Name Project Description Country Species 

2006 

International 
Birding & 
Research 
Centre in Israel 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Sanctuary 
Rehabilitation 

Rehabilitation of a Bird Migration Sanctuary 
Stopover after flooding destruction in Israel. Israel Birds 

2006 
Marathon Wild 
Bird Center, 
Inc. 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Reorganizing the 
Key West Wildlife 
Center 

Reorganizing the Key West Wildlife Center with 
the Marathon Wild Bird Center to be able to 
reopen in time for the fall migration.  The funds 
cover equipment, materials, food, and housing 
for sick or injured wildlife. 

United 
States Birds 

2006 Wildlife Trust  

Rapid Response 
Fund: Black Lion 
Tamarin 
Conservation with 
IPE: Institute for 
Ecological 
Research 

Replacing a computer damaged during a 
lightning storm and providing a surge protector 
to prevent future problems.  This computer will 
allow researchers in Brazil the ability to 
continue recording and processing data they 
collect from the field for black lion tamarin 
conservation. 

Brazil Primates 

2005 

ARCAS - 
Wildlife 
Rescue & 
Conservation 
Assoc. 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Providing housing, food, and vet supplies for 
wildlife affected by Hurricane Stan in 
Guatemala. 

Guatemala Multiple 
Species 

2005 

Exotic & Wild 
Bird Rescue of 
the Florida 
Keys 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Providing hurricane relief, replacing food and 
purchasing a generator due to loss of electricity 
in the storm. 

United 
States Birds 
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2005 
International 
Fund for 
Animal Welfare 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Locating, rescuing, rehabilitating, and finding 
homes for thousands of pets after Hurricane 
Katrina. 

United 
States 

Multiple 
Species 

2005 
International 
Rhino 
Foundation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Government 
Grant 

Supplementing a Uganda Government grant to 
help with the conservation of Rhinos. Uganda Rhinos 

2005 Jane Goodall 
Institute (The) 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Supplies for 
Confiscated 
Animals 

Providing food and vet supplies for infant apes 
confiscated from the wildlife trade in Uganda. Uganda Primates 

2005 Marathon Wild 
Bird Center 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Supplying food and supplies to keep a wildlife 
rehabilitation facility functional following 
Hurricane Katrina. 

United 
States Birds 

2005 Minnesota Zoo  

Rapid Response 
Fund: Deer 
Habitat 
Conservation 

Working with World Wildlife Fund in Russia for 
habitat restoration, specifically canal cleaning 
for deer. 

Russia Hoofed 
Stock  

2005 
Pan African 
Sanctuaries 
Alliances 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Chimpanzee 
Relocation 

Aiding PASA in a project for Chimpanzee 
relocation. Angola Primates 

2005 
Sanctuary 
Friends of the 
Florida Keys 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Replacing Mooring buoys lost in the 2005 
hurricane season in order to protect the Key's 
coral reefs. 

United 
States 

Coral 
Reefs 

2005 
Sustainable 
Ecosystems 
Institute 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Tsunami 
Relief 

Providing equipment and supplies to aid SEI in 
restoring coral reefs after the Asian tsunami. Thailand Coral 

Reefs 
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2005 

Yucatan 
Environmental 
Foundation for 
Centro 
Ecologica 
Akumal (CEA) 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Rebuilding dormitories for volunteers and 
educators at a key sea turtle education site in 
the Mexican Caribbean after a hurricane. 

Mexico Multiple 
Species 

2004 Bird Life 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Dalmatian 
Pelican 
Conservation 

Stabilizing a key pelican nesting site against 
erosion by erecting a barrier wall, engaging 
local communities to build it. 

Romania Birds 

2004 Fauna & Flora 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Tsunami 
Relief 

Facilitating access to food and medical aid for 
FFI staff and families; additional emergency 
supplies (gloves, masks, boots, and personnel 
medical kits) for FFI staff after the Asian 
tsunami. 

Indonesia AS Multiple

2004 

International 
Bird Rescue 
Research 
Center 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Brown 
Pelican 
Conservation 

Supplementing funds for veterinary care and 
nutrition needs of an unusually high number of 
stranded and injured brown pelicans 

United 
States Birds 

2004 
International 
Fund for 
Animal Welfare 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Asian 
Tsunami Disaster 

Working with local organizations to vaccinate 
animals, saving livestock, reuniting survivors 
with missing pets, conducting assessments of 
damage to wildlife and habitats, developing 
recovery plans. 

India Multiple 
Species 

2004 
International 
Iguana 
Foundation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Hurricane 
Relief 

Clearing access into the blue iguana breeding 
facility and employing local workers for cleanup 
and rebuilding. 

Cayman 
Islands 

Reptiles/ 
Amphibians
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2004 
Pan African 
Sanctuaries 
Alliances 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Chimpanzee 
Conservation 

Providing medicines to stem a voracious 
outbreak of meningitis threatening the 
chimpanzees in PASA’s care. 

Sierra 
Leone Primates 

2004 Save the 
Elephants  

Rapid Response 
Fund: Elephant 
Tracking Vehicle 

Replacing a vehicle for Samburu elephant 
radio-tracking project(Wildlife Conservation 
Network). 

Kenya Elephants 

2004 

Swan Valley 
Ecosystem 
Management & 
Learning 
Center 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Bear 
Conservation  

Helping to prevent bears from raiding local 
garbage bins thereby protecting them from 
extermination measures previously taken to 
prevent the behavior. 

United 
States Bears 

2004 
Tapir 
Preservation 
Fund 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Tapir 
Research Vehicle 

Replacing a vehicle to aid in a tapir 
conservation program. Brazil Hoofed 

Stock  

2003 Arcadia 
University 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Sea Turtle 
Conservation 

Supporting anti-poaching patrols on one of the 
most utilized beaches for endangered sea 
turtle nesting.  

Republic of 
Equatorial 

Guinea 

Reptiles/ 
Amphibians

2003 

Exotic & Wild 
Bird Rescue of 
the Florida 
Keys 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Bird 
Rehabilitation 

Purchasing food and medical supplies to 
manage a larger than expected influx of birds 
tangled in monofilament line.  Helping to also 
build monofilament recycling stations. 

United 
States Birds 

2003 

Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and 
Parks 
Foundation/ 
Windriver Bear 
Institute 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Bear 
Conservation with 
Dogs 

Purchasing dog food and supporting the staff 
needed to continue this valuable program 
which deters bears from human interaction. 

United 
States Bears 
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2003 
Operation 
Migration - 
USA 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Migrating 
Crane 
Conservation 

Purchasing supplies and food needed for 
whooping crane migration project. 

United 
States Birds 

2003 Oregon Zoo 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Sumatra 
Elephant 
Workshop 

Training local people in capture techniques to 
relocate wild elephants coming into conflict 
with human residents, preventing the deaths of 
these animals due to improper handling. 

Sumatra Elephants 

2003 
Pan African 
Sanctuaries 
Alliances 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Gorilla 
Conservation 

Caring for two confiscated gorillas, funding 
transport of the animals from Nigeria to 
Cameroon, and providing adequate enclosures 
for them. 

Cameroon Primates 

2003 Pandrillus 
Rapid Response 
Fund: Habitat 
Conservation 

Assisting with the purchase of land currently 
leased by the center, as the owner has decided 
to sell.  Purchase of the land will alleviate the 
need to rebuild the infrastructure elsewhere.  
The facility cares for 115 drills and 17 
chimpanzees. 

Nigeria Primates 

2003 

Sri Lanka 
Wildlife 
Conservation 
Society 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Saving 
Elephants by 
Helping People 

Providing assistance to project personnel to 
ensure the elephant conservation program 
goes forward. 

Sri Lanka Elephants 
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2003 Wildlife Trust  
Rapid Response 
Fund: Manatee 
Conservation 

Supporting the health care and formula needed 
to support an orphaned manatee calf until it is 
old enough for release. 

Belize Marine 
Mammals  

2002 Audubon 
Florida 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Aspergilosis 
Response 

Supporting efforts to rid the Center for Birds of 
Prey of potential hazards related to this fungal 
disease which appeared suddenly. 

United 
States Birds 

2002 
International 
Fund for 
Animal Welfare 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Oil Spill 

Supporting efforts to care for and clean 
hundreds of birds and other wildlife affected by 
the sinking of the fuel tanker MV Prestige. 

Spain Multiple 
Species 

2002 
IUCN Deer 
Specialist 
Group 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Pampas 
Deer 

Supporting a study of the potential 
transmission of brucellosis from local cattle to 
this genetically unique species of deer in the 
Los Ajos area. 

Uruguay Hoofed 
Stock  

2002 Save the 
Elephants  

Rapid Response 
Fund: Vehicle 
replacement 
Samburu  

Ensuring the continuation of important elephant 
research by assisting toward purchase of a 
replacement vehicle for one that was severely 
damaged 

Kenya Elephants 

2002 
UF - SHARE & 
Ocean 
Conservancy 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Vehicle for 
VI work 

Providing a used vehicle to allow SCUBA 
divers and equipment to access study sites for 
the study of landscape ecology principles in 
design of marine protected areas. 

Virgin 
Islands 

Multiple 
Species 
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2001 African Wildlife 
Foundation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Emergency 
Anti-poaching 
Efforts 

Purchasing equipment, including radio-tracking 
collars, to follow bull elephants at renewed risk 
of being poached near the Tarangire and Lake 
Manyara National Parks. 

Tanzania Elephants 

2001 American Bird 
Conservancy 

Rapid Response 
Fund: West Nile 
Virus Vaccine 

Working in partnership with the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums to initiate trails of a 
vaccine for West Nile Virus to be used to 
protect endangered species of birds.  Funded 
also by Animal Kingdom. 

United 
States Birds 

2001 
Association of 
Zoos and 
Aquariums 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Bushmeat 
Crisis Task Force 

Supporting the Bushmeat Crisis Task Force to 
develop baseline information on the crisis and 
develop strategies to combat the issue. 

United 
States 

Multiple 
Species 

2001 
Baboon 
Management 
Team  

Rapid Response 
Fund: The 
Masiphumelele 
Corporation 

Establishing baboon monitoring personnel to 
prevent baboons from foraging in residential 
areas around Cape Town where the male 
animals in particular are at risk of being killed 
as nuisances. 

South Africa Primates 

2001 
Caribbean 
Conservation 
Corporation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Loggerhead Sea 
Turtles 

Addressing immediate needs related to mass 
strandings of sea turtles afflicted with 
mysterious symptoms.  Supporting the 
rehabilitation efforts at Hidden Harbor Marine 
Hospital and research into cause of disease by 
UF veterinarians. 

United 
States 

Reptiles/ 
Amphibians
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2001 Conservation 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Conservation 
International 

Providing resources needed to assess 10,000 
turtles confiscated by Hong Kong customs.  
Many species in the shipment appear on the 
"critically endangered" list. 

China Reptiles/ 
Amphibians

2001 
Dian Fossey 
Gorilla Fund 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Relief for 
Volunteers/ Staff 

Responding to immediate need for food and 
housing following eruptions of volcano near 
Goma. 

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo 
Primates 

2001 
Dian Fossey 
Gorilla Fund 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Gorilla 
Parasites 

Enabling Dr. Alecia Lilly to work with villages 
surrounding national parks and the local health 
organizations to diagnose and treat parasite 
infestations which are often lethal to children 
as well as a danger to chimpanzees and 
mountain gorillas. 

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo 
Primates 

2001 
Dian Fossey 
Gorilla Fund 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Emergency 
First Aid Kits 

Purchasing medicines and first aid kits to be 
used for Parc des Volcans, Karisoke, Nyungwe 
and Akagera parks. 

Rwanda Primates 

2001 
Galapagos 
Conservation 
Trust 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Galapagos 
Spill 

Contributing to overall rescue and response 
efforts by Charles Darwin Research Station 
and others to clean up following an oil spill off 
San Cristobal Island affecting Galapagos 
National Park. 

Galapagos 
Islands 

C/SA 
Multiple 
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2001 

International 
Bird Rescue 
Research 
Center 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
International Bird 
Rescue Research 
Center 

Providing funds to supplement a rehabilitation 
program for endangered California brown 
pelicans.  Responding to an increased number 
of and increased number of injured birds due to 
an unusually high prevalence of bait fish, 
entanglements. 

United 
States Birds 

2001 
Lukuru Wildlife 
Research 
Project 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Lukuru 
Radios 

Providing radios for anti-poaching patrols. 
Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo 

Multiple 
Species 

2001 Mote Marine 
Laboratory 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Mote 
Marine Laboratory

Attempting to stabilize corals injured by 
commercial vessels in accidents near Dry 
Tortugas National Park. 

United 
States 

Coral 
Reefs 

2001 Zoo Peru Rapid Response 
Fund: Zoo Peru 

Responding to an immediate need to rebuild 
dilapidated housing at the Quistococha Zoo for 
various endangered wildlife taken from the 
jungle for the pet trade. 

Peru Multiple 
Species 

2000 
Caribbean 
Conservation 
Corporation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
Translations 
Services for Sea 
Turtle Conference 

Sponsoring English to Spanish translators, 
ensuring that Latin American participants in the 
International Sea Turtle Symposium had 
access to all information shared, removing 
barriers from conservation progress. 

United 
States 

Reptiles/ 
Amphibians
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2000 

Center for 
Environmental 
Research and 
Conservation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: African 
Crocs 

Addressing immediate issues related to a rise 
in crocodile attacks on humans and 
determining appropriate relocation strategies. 

Madagascar Reptiles/ 
Amphibians

2000 
Chicago 
Zoological 
Society 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Range 
Country 
Participation in 
the Ape 
Conference 

Providing sponsorship for key individuals from 
ape range countries to attend a symposium on 
the status and future of apes in the 21st 
century. 

Bangladesh/ 
Cameroon/ 
Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo/ 
Indonesia 

Primates 

2000 

Conservation 
Breeding 
Specialist 
Group 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Chimp 
Conference 

Supporting key individuals from within Africa to 
participate in the creation of a blueprint 
addressing management and protocols of 
regional sanctuaries to care for animals, in 
particular chimpanzees, orphaned due to the 
bushmeat trade. 

Africa Primates 

2000 
Dallas 
Zoological 
Society 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Flamingo 
Nesting Colony 
Rescue 

Hand-rearing American Flamingo chicks 
hatched in the Yucatan.  Eggs were collected 
to protect them from a prowling jaguar which 
had attacked several adult birds. 

Mexico Birds 

2000 
International 
Fund for 
Animal Welfare 

Rapid Response 
Fund: African 
Penguin Cleanup 

Helping the South African Foundation for the 
Conservation of Coastal Birds to respond to an 
oil spill and the subsequent penguin cleanup. 

South Africa Birds 
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2000 Jane Goodall 
Institute (The) 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Roots and 
Shoots 

Providing five patrol units for primate 
protection. Uganda Primates 

2000 Peregrine 
Fund (The) 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Indian 
Vulture Project 

Evaluating a dramatic increase in the number 
of vulture deaths in Nepal, seeking answers to 
the mortality rise and addressing the cause. 

India Birds 

2000 Save the 
Manatee Club 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Manatee 
Conservation 

Responding to an urgent need to follow four 
captive-reared manatees as they were 
released in the Everglades in partnership with 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
USGS Sirenia Project. 

United 
States 

Marine 
Mammals  

2000 
Toledo 
Zoological 
Society 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Aruba 
Rattlesnake 

Collecting data about the effects of relocation 
on one of the world's most endangered 
snakes. 

Aruba Reptiles/ 
Amphibians

2000 

Tuna 
Research and 
Conservation 
Center 

Rapid Response 
Fund: TAG 
Sponsorship 

Providing satellite tags to track, study, and 
conserve Tuna. Global Fish 

1999 African Wildlife 
Foundation 

Rapid Response 
Fund: 
International 
Gorilla 
Conservation 
Program 

Providing immediate assistance to replace 
items lost following rebel raids at Bwindi 
National Park to aid researchers with gorilla 
conservation. 

Uganda Primates 

1999 
Association of 
Zoos and 
Aquariums 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Bushmeat 
Crisis 

Supporting a bushmeat crisis taskforce 
coordinator. 

United 
States 

Multiple 
Species 
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1999 

University of 
Central Florida 
Research 
Foundation, 
Inc. 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Laboratory 
Analyses 

Funding additional tests to determine the DNA 
of turtle hatchlings thought to be hybrids. 

United 
States 

Reptiles/ 
Amphibians

1999 University of 
Montana 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Malayan 
Sun Bear 
Conservation  

Studying the world's only tropical forest bear to 
document the annual cycle of the bear, their 
foods in both logged and primary unlogged 
forest. 

Malaysia Bears 

1999 
Zoological 
Society of San 
Diego 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Research 
Center for Giant 
Otters 

Providing immediate funds to replace broken 
vehicle used to coordinate efforts in the 
rehabilitation of otters. 

Guyana Otters 

1998 
Dian Fossey 
Gorilla Fund 
International 

Rapid Response 
Fund: Emergency 
Assistance to 
Guards 

Subsidizing cost of food and other needs of 
researchers and anti-poaching units assigned 
to mountain gorillas, in the face of rebel 
harassment and loss of homes and crops. 

Rwanda Primates 

1998 Minnesota Zoo  
Rapid Response 
Fund: Tiger 
Support 

Working with the Southeast Faunal Interest 
Group to provide care to Tigers at the Taman 
Safari in the face of economic crisis in 
Indonesia. 

Indonesia Cats 
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