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Come Play with Me !
by Lynne Bertrand Does being a

grown-up mean you’ve outgrown

child’s play? C’mon, you know 

you have it in you. Here are 

some playful ideas for outing your

inner child.

In So Many Words
by Charlotte Meryman Jimmy

Foard’s parents, therapists, aide,

teachers—everyone in his young

life—try to get him to do one

thing: speak. Part 2 of our series,

“A Different Kind of Normal.”

A Broom of One’s Own
by Catherine Newman It doesn’t

have to be a chore to get 

your kids to help out at home.

Here’s how—and why.
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“The real voyage of discovery 

consists not in seeking 

new landscapes but in having 

new eyes.”

—Marcel Proust

Thanks for the Memories
by David Brittan Can you help your

children remember more about

their early lives? Actually, yes.

Imaginary Friends Revealed
by Rachel Simpson Myths,

busted! Here are the real reasons

why kids (like Calista) create 

imaginary friends (like Sally, who

seriously loves salad). 

kid tested

3 Great Games 
for a Wading Pool
by Nathaniel Reade The idea: to

get wet, cool off, and have fun.

The bonus: hands-on experiments

with H2O.

Six Months Old
For photographer Michael Grinley,

one-half is the perfect age. 

Plus, T. Berry Brazelton on why.  
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Home Front
How one Florida family

turned their yawn of 

a lawn into a certified 

wildlife habitat.

The Great Outdoors
What do you do about

swim class when your child

won’t dunk?

Pick of the Season
It’s surprisingly simple 

to grow strawberries all

summer long. 

What’s for Dinner
She’s hungry for what 

Laura Ingalls Wilder ate—

so dish it up. Ann Hodgman

creates recipes from the

pages of your kids’ favorite

storybooks.

Stuff We Love
Hopefully getting there 

will be less than half 

the fun. Still, these toys 

and tricks should help. 
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Dalai Mama
Columnist Catherine Newman

realizes that her son, 

Ben, is befriending insects,

and learning compassion.

The Long View 
Hey, Doll! Jacquelyn Mitchard

tells a tale of modern 

childhood, with accessories.

Instant Journal
Capturing memories doesn’t

get any easier than this.

Time Capsule
Stuck on You: That moment

when your sleeping baby just

melts into your chest.

Teach Your Child to . . .
soak up summer.

Growing Up
Why kids dig sand, toilet

training in 1904, babies and

mirrors, scissors fascination,

and more.

Reading Time
A classic is sometimes 

more than a classic. Daniel

Pinkwater picks six old

favorites worth taking a 

new look at.  

love
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Take a peek at our nascent Web site, wondertime.com, where you 

can subscribe, read Part I of our series “A Different Kind of Normal,”

download Instant Journal pages, share your ideas, and more.

First Pets
Behind a leopard gecko’s

glam-rock looks hides a 

shy guy with a gentle 

disposition who’s just look-

ing for someone to love.

Life with Little Ones
How to catch fireflies, whip

up a watering can, make 

a memory box, and explain

why the ocean is salty.

Obsessions
Ariana Mei lives in a zoo.

Well, not literally, but she’d

like to.
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Family Traditions
The Ice Cream Man, and

other ways our readers 

take advantage of long

summer evenings.

Real Families,
Real Solutions
Jack hates to fail at 

anything—from Candy Land

to T-ball. How do you 

teach a kid to win at losing?

23

69

20

141

shareplay

55 69

Photograph of Erynn, 

21 months, by Eric Frick

O N T H E C O V E R :
What Kids 
Remember Most

The Real Benefit of 
Chores

Imaginary Friends

The Compassionate Child

How to Play 
Like a Kid Again

swim (and dunk!)

love a lizard

lose gracefully

float an iceberg
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Teach Your Child to . . .
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We want to hear from you: Bedtimes and accompanying routines vary widely from

household to household. In an upcoming issue, Wondertime will take a look at some of our

readers’ different bedtime rituals. Do you read books? Have a nightly bath? Share a treat,

watch a video, or sing a special song? Tell us about it at letters@wondertime.com. Answers

may be edited for length and clarity. If your letter, with attribution, runs in the magazine,

we’ll pay you $75.
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